
middle school science stu-

dents are leading the 

ôpaperlessõ way with digital 

textbooks.  The e-

textbooks have wonderful 

auditory and visual learning 

tools that can be used in 

ways far beyond the tradi-

tional ôpaper bound booksõ. 

 
This is an exciting time for 

St. Paul Catholic School.  

Children today are grow-

ing up as digital natives, 

and now SPCS students do 

not have to leave that at 

the door when they come 

to school.  We are on 

track for enhancing our 

excellent academic pro-

gram with tools, equip-

ment and methodologies 

that are most beneficial for 

the  students. 

 

 

It has been such an excit-

ing start to the school year 

with our new Technology 

Program leading the way!  

This program will be used 

to help promote educa-

tional excellence by facili-

tating resource sharing, 

innovation, and communi-

cation.  It will include the 

use of computers, net-

works, and internet access 

to support the educational 

mission of the school and 

to enhance the curriculum 

and learning opportunities 

for students and school 

staff.   We believe that the 

resources available 

through the internet are of 

significant value in the 

learning process and pre-

paring students for future 

success.  

 

With that in mind, we have 

been working very hard 

over the last two years to 

make sure our infrastruc-

ture would be able to 

manage our new program.  

We put in new wireless 

access points throughout 

the school; increased the 

bandwidth capacity and 

redundancy; and separated 

the network into multiple 

networks depending on 

user needs (i.e. faculty, 

student, and guest). 

 
We then purchased equip-

ment appropriate for the 

various grade levels:  

grades K-5 classrooms 

were given Google Nexus 

7 Tablets for Centers and 

Samsung Chromebooks for 

Accelerated Reader; the 

computer lab received 30 

Samsung Chromebooks for 

1:1 student use in the lab; 

and middle school students 

were each given a Samsung 

Chromebook for 1:1 stu-

dent use in the classroom 

and at home. 

 
With the deployment of 

Google Chromebooks, we 

are ôcloud basedõ which 

means that all files and 

profiles are maintained 

remotely.  The students 

will be able to log in to any 

device, anywhere; the data 

is always backed up; the 

basic ôofficeõ suite is in-

cluded with files compati-

ble with all major pro-

grams; and there is virtu-

ally unlimited storage 

space. 

 

But we didnõt stop with-

purchasing devices.  Our 
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One hundred fifty Google Chrome-

books delivered to SPCS! 
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PreK is  

already so 

busy! 

First Grade - Mrs. Pedersen & Mrs. Nanney 
tures with them soon. First 

Grade is also learning more 

about responsibilities by un-

packing our backpacks each 

morning and packing them up 

in the afternoons. We are 

practicing patience as we wait 

for our seeds we planted to 

grow into flowers. 

We are off to a great start! 

We have already begun work-

ing in our new Math book, 

learned about plants in Sci-

ence, and will continue to 

learn about Godõs love in Re-

ligion.  We are welcoming the 

Superkids back to school and 

will be ready to go on adven-

S P A R T A N  N E W S L E T T E R  

PreK - Mrs. Peirce & Mrs. Wilson  

Kindergarten - Mrs. Matthews & Mrs. Spillar 
Welcome back to school! The 

Kindergarten is looking forward 

to a wonderful year of learning, 

growing, and experiencing all of 

the glorious people and things 

that surround us.  We have met 

new friends and we are happy to 

see our old friends again. 

  

We are busy in class learning 

about letters and sounds from 

our Superkids Reading Program. 

We are working with numbers, 

exploring in centers, counting in 

Spanish and stretching our crea-

tivity in Art class. We look for-

ward to celebrating Johnny Ap-

pleseed Day in the month of 

September and we will welcome 

Dr. Spayberry, a veterinarian, 

who will bring several interesting 

creatures to observe. 

 In August, we wished a 

"Happy Birthday" to Jackson 

S., Shayne M., J.K. M., and Eva 

H.. In September, we sang 

"Happy Birthday" to Mrs. Spil-

lar. 

 

Have a wonderful September! 

God bless you and your   

family! 

ñWe are 

busy in class 

learning 

about letters 

and sounds 

from our 

SuperKids 

Reading 

Program.ò 

PreK students have had a 

great start to the 2013-2014 

school year!  Our theme this 

month, "I Can", offers oppor-

tunities for discovering the 

many things we can do at 

school.  Students are saying, "I 

can cut", "I can paint", "I can 

shareó, òI can make good 

choicesó, and the list goes 

on.  Students are learning to 

be problem solvers and inde-

pendent learners and workers 

as they participate in daily 

whole group and small group 

activities.  Our favorite new 

songs are "Jesus Loves Me" 

and "Zip-a-dee-do-da". 
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Welcome to a new school year.  We are 

bursting with joy and busting at the seams 

as we welcome six new students to the 

class this year.  Islay, Olivia B, Callie, 

Kendall, Annika and Peyton join us this 

year from all over and we are so happy to 

have them. 

 

This will be a busy year for second grade 

students.  There is a lot to learn and eve-

ryone seems up to the challenge.  We will 

refine our reading skills, switching from 

learning to read -to reading to learn.  Mul-

tiplication is a new concept for us in  

second grade.  We will become 

stronger writers and even learn our 

cursive letters. 

 

We have a great year planned and I 

look forward to sharing it with this 

wonderful group of boys and girls. 

 

Wishing everyone a splendid school 

year! 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade - Mrs. Struck 

Third Grade - Mrs. Griffin 
Third Graders are excited about a great 

new year! We would like to welcome 

Maria Marta, Madeline, Devon, Jackson 

and Abraham to our class. 

 

There are so many new things to explore 

in third grade. We are excited to learn 

Spanish and brush-up on our cursive.  

 

In Language Arts, we are studying about 

sentence types, story structure and how 

to write a good paragraph. We will con-

duct our first Skype interview with an 

author and illustrator later this week.  

In Religion, we are learning about Bible 

stories that show us examples of faith. 

We are looking forward to hosting Mass 

on October 11th at 10:00. 

 

Plants and their life processes are our 

focus in Science. We have collected and 

classified leaves according to veins, leaf 

margin, and texture. 

 

In Social Studies we are studying carnal 

directions and how to read a map.  

Please join us for the Parent-Child lunch 

on September 17th at 12:05.  
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Sixth Grade - Mrs. St. Amant 
which was very helpful. 

 

One important job for sixth graders is 

safety patrol.  We are taking this job 

very seriously to ensure that all stu-

dents are safely getting out of cars and 

into the building in the mornings. Be 

sure to say hello to them and let them 

know how much you appreciate their 

assistance. 

 

Our sixth graders want you to know 

that they are very proud Spartans who 

exemplify the ideals of Reverence, Re-

spect, and Responsibility and are 

working together to be a supportive 

team to one another. 

them  

Our super sixth graders are off to a 

fantastic start in middle school.  They 

are all doing a great job of getting their 

books and materials and being in class 

on time.  Our focus for the first week 

has been to get acclimated to the new 

routine of changing classes, having the 

right materials, and getting to know 

new students and teachers.  To help 

with our organization and study skills, 

Mrs. Ortega came and talked to us, 

S P A R T A N  N E W S L E T T E R  

Fourth Grade - Mrs. Dillon 

Fifth Grade - Mrs. Orr 
Welcome to a new school year!  I look 

forward to providing the best possible 

educational experience for your child! 
 

MATH:  Students are expected to 

know their basic multiplication facts.  

Their math facts are the foundation 

upon which we will build throughout 

the school year.  Flashcards or online 

speed drills are encouraged for your 

child.  We are excited to be using the 

Singapore Mathematics Focus this year 

which emphasizes conceptual under-

standing, skill development, strategies 

for solving problems and attitudes to-

wards math.  We will begin with 

Whole Numbers. 
 

SCIENCE:  We begin our exciting year 

of Science with the study of the living 

cell.  We will study plant systems  and 

the traits of living things next. 
 

RELIGION:  We will study the seven 

sacraments.  We will explore how we 

meet Jesus in each sacrament.  To aid 

in your childõs faith formation, please 

take time to reflect with your child and 

share the importance of each sacra-

ment as we study them throughout the 

school year.  First we will study Bap-

tism. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We look forward 

to studying World Geography  as we 

travel the world!  We will begin with 

the five themes of World Geography. 
 

We welcome two new students to our 

class:  Bertie D. and Gareth W.! 

Sixth graders are learning important  

organization and study skills. 

studies in religion, reading, English, and 

math.    

 

Parents, I invite you to check our 

Haiku Learning site regularly.  On the 

site you will find our daily homework, 

upcoming test dates, and information 

about field trips and other special 

events. I also ask that you check your 

childõs planner daily.   

 

I am looking forward to a fabulous 

year in fourth grade.  

 

I am very excited to join the faculty at 

St. Paul School this year as the fourth 

grade teacher.  It is a great blessing to 

work at a Catholic school where I can 

pray with my students and teach them 

about our Catholic faith.  We had an 

exciting first week of school getting to 

know each other and beginning our 
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an in-depth look at this country's 

origins. They will investigate the 

"melting pot" of countries, peoples 

and ideals who were the impetus in 

the founding of this country.  

 

The eighth grade class will begin at 

the end of the civil war and will be 

identifying and exploring the impor-

tant steps in the reunification of the 

United States.  

 

I am very happy to inherit the eighth 

grade homeroom from Mrs. Cuevas. 

I look forward to a very rewarding 

year of building Reverence, Respect, 

and Responsibility with the new 

leaders of this  campus. 

 

Over the course of this month 

please keep an eye out for updates 

regarding History Fair deadlines, 

homework - including current 

events due every week, and eighth 

grade homeroom happenings and 

plans. There is a Haiku page for 

every 6th, 7th, and 8th homeroom 

so please check there for the most 

current information regarding my 

classroom and thanks again for the 

wonderful welcome. I look forward 

to an amazing year at St Paul! 

 

Hello Spartan Family!  
 

I am so excited for our year to be-

gin, and I am overwhelmed at the 

wonderful welcome I have received! 

As the classes get started we will be 

taking a look at the scope and range 

of what the students will be studying 

over the course of this school year.  

The sixth graders will be introduced 

to World History and will take a 

historical look at early human socie-

ties and cultures learning about the 

first people, early migration and 

agriculture. 

 

The seventh graders will begin with 

Eighth Grade - Mr. Dillon 
ñI look forward to 

a very rewarding 

year of building  

Reverence, Re-

spect, and Re-

sponsibility with 

the new leaders of 

this campus.ò 

ñI am very  

excited to be 

teaching 

math at St. 

Paul Catholic 

School.ò 

Welcome to the new school year! 

We have had an exciting start. Our 

days have been filled with  getting-

to-know-you activities intertwined 

with mathematics. We created 

Venn diagrams to show qualities we 

share with classmates and to high-

light our own special gifts. We 

found it is much easier to find 

something we have in common with 

one another than to find what sets 

us apart! We have also spent time 

learning our rules and procedures 

for Math this year.  

I am very excited to be teaching 

math at St Paul Catholic School. 

Sixth Grade will start the year off 

with reviewing operations with 

whole numbers before we dive into 

decimals. After spending some time 

with positive fractions and decimals, 

Seventh Grade will investigate inte-

gers and rational numbers. Eighth 

Grade will be ready for Rational 

Numbers after brushing up on 

whole number and integer opera-

tions. Algebra will start out with the 

Foundations of Algebra. We will 

build a strong base to support the 

objectives for the coming year. We 

are off to a great start and I know it 

is going to be a wonderful year! 

 

Thank you to everyone for the 

warm welcome I have received. It 

feels great to be a part of such a 

wonderful school. I am looking for-

ward to a terrific year! 

Seventh Grade - Mrs. Huppert 


