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St. Paul Catholic School delivers a distinctively Catholic formation of children 

through excellence in education faithfully guided by the Magisterium of the Church. 

Mission Statement 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Dillon  on the birth of their daughter Lucia Kaye Dillon.  Lucy 

was born on March 28th and both she and Mrs. Dillon are doing well.  Mrs. Dillon will be on mater-

nity leave until mid-May.  Mrs. Jennifer Buer,  who has a Masters in Education and several years 

teaching experience, will be the substitute in fourth grade.  Mrs. Buer met with Mrs. Dillon several 

times and observed her teaching style.  They carefully prepared a plan to ensure a smooth transition 

between teachers and a minimal interruption in the studentsõ 4th grade school year. 

 

Our Annual Spartan Scramble Golf and Tennis Tournament has been scheduled for Monday, 

May 12, 2014 at the Pensacola Country Club.  A tennis tournament has been added to the traditional 

golf tournament in the hopes this year will be the best Spartan Scramble produced to date. 

      

In addition to awards for the first, second and third place teams, we will be offering a Grand Prize of 

a trip for two to the 2015 U.S. Open National Golf Championship. The 2015 U.S. Open will be held 

at Chambers Bay, University Place, WA. The Grand Prize includes airfare for two and ground trans-

portation, along with two nightsõ accommodation. The U.S. Open trip package is awarded to the 

lucky winner from a random drawing of purchasers of Mulligans, world champion putting contest 

entries, and Letagains.  Additionally there will be numerous other prizes awarded. 

      

Lunch will be served along with a fabulous reception afterwards at which we will have a silent auction 

with great items to be won. 

      

We hope to see you at the Pensacola Country Club for this great community event, which is also the 

schoolõs largest fundraiser.  We depend on the monies raised from this event to help purchase items 

that are not in our operational budget.  More information and registration forms can be found on the 

school website. 

      

Note:  Dismissal on May 12th will be a 11:00am which is a change from our originally published 

calendar.   After-care will NOT be available that day. 

 

 

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month.   Please take a moment to go on the following 

website: 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/preventionmonth/resource-guide/tip-sheets/ 
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S P A R T A N  N E W S L E T T E R  

 PreK students are hopping with 

excitement for Spring and all 

that April brings! PreK students 

are eager beavers for learning 

and discovering facts about tur-

tles, snakes, and lizards. Math 

and Science Centers offer stu-

dents opportunities for making 

observations, predicting out-

comes, and measuring reptiles. 

The new letters Uu, Vv, and 

Ww are on the letter board, 

and our story study this month 

is, "Peter and the Wolf". Finally, 

students are tracking print, rec-

ognizing color words, complet-

ing color key activities, and 

reading and writing their class-

mates' names. PreK students 

are all about growing, learning, 

and doing their best for Kinder-

garten success!  

 

PreK - Mrs. Peirce & Mrs. Wilson  

Kindergarten - Mrs. Matthews & Mrs. Spillar 
The Kindergarteners had a 

wonderful month of March with 

the celebration of Dr. Seussõ 

birthday, St. Patrick's Day she-

nanigans, and Superkids  Dress 

Up Day! 

 

We now look forward to the 

beautiful month of April. Spring 

is finally here and we are enjoy-

ing the warm, mild weather; per-

fect for playing on the play-

ground and running in the field! 

 

On April 4, the Kindergarten led 

the 10:00 school Mass. We were 

so excited about reading the 

Scriptures and being the song 

leaders and gift bearers! We 

also look forward to our 

Easter egg hunt, Easter party 

and Spring Break!  

 

Happy Birthday to William L. 

this month! Have a wonderful 

April and a very happy and 

holy Easter! 

Computers - Mr. Werth 
For this last quarter, we will get 

a taste of Coding.  This is be-

coming an increasingly impor-

tant skill to have.  As Susan Wo-

jcicki says, òFrom phones to cars 

to medicine, technology touches 

every part of our lives.  If you 

can create technology, you can 

change the world.ó   

 

We want our students at St. 

Paul to have a basic understand-

ing of how coding works.  There 

seems to be a certain mysticism 

surrounding technology.  Some 

people believe learning how to 

create technology is confus-

ing.   There are many websites 

that make it fun to learn about 

coding.  Learning about coding 

also increasing critical thinking 

skills and thinking logically.  I 

look forward to teaching and 

learning about this language of 

the future.  

The fourth quarter is upon 

us.  We have been hard at work 

in our computer classes. Google 

provided an update for the 

Chromebooks that allows the 

students to print without signing 

into a Google Account.  This 

helps tremendously with the 

younger grades who do not 

have an account yet.  We have 

also been practicing our typing 

skills with websites like Typing 

Pal, Typing Club, and Fun To 

Type.   



First Grade - Mrs. Pedersen & Mrs. Nanney 
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Guidance - Mrs. Ortega 
It seems that the adjustment to the 

Singapore Math series has caused 

some parents to be concerned for 

their childõs attitude towards math. 

Here are a few ideas of some things 

you can do with your children to help 

make math fun and practical in order 

to help your child develop a positive 

attitude towards math: 

¶ Playing games such as cards, domi-

noes and some board games can 

help your child build math skills. 

¶ Blocks and puzzles can help your 

childõs visual spatial skills, which are 

important for later math skills. 

¶ Look for numbers together. Num-

bers are everywhere - price tags, 

addresses, license plates, road signs, 

etc. 

¶ When you are with your child, ask 

him or her to try to find numbers 

and read them to you. You can help 

them make greater than or less than 

judgments at the same time. 

¶ Take your child to a sporting event. 

Point out the ways in which math is 

used in scoring, batting statistics, 

etc. Make up math problems to 

solve. For example, if the distance 

between bases is 90 feet, how many 

feet does a player run if they make 

it to second base or make a home 

run. For a game that is divided into 

quarters, you could talk about how 

many quarters make a half and how 

many in the entire game.   

¶ Measure together.  Demonstrate 

how math is used to measure time, 

weight, length, temperature and 

volume. 

¶ Make a lemonade stand business 

and point out how math is used in 

making the lemonade recipe, deter-

mining the cup size that will be 

needed, figuring out the selling 

price, and counting the money from 

sales. 

¶ Plan a trip. Look at a map with your 

child before you travel and show 

them where the city is located. Help 

your child use the map to roughly 

figure out the distance from home. 

Figure out how long the trip will 

take using various speeds of travel.   

¶ Shop Talk. Compare nutritional 

labels on different brands with your 

child when shopping. Make price 

comparisons based on the weight or 

volume to pick the best value. 

 

These ideas will help your child see 

math as a practical tool  that can be 

applied to everyday events and prob-

lems. Hopefully, their òfearó of math 

will be conquered once they come to 

see math in this manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to next 

month when we get to lead the school 

in the first Friday Mass.  The May 

Crowning Mass is a beautiful Mass.  I 

hope you will be able to join us as we 

honor Mary our heavenly Mother. 

It is that special time of year for the 

second grade class.  Sunday, April 6th, 

the second graders along with  several 

children from our after school reli-

gious education class, will be making 

their First Holy Communion.  Thank 

you to all who have kept the class in 

your prayers.  We truly appreciate it. 

Second Grade - Mrs. Struck 

areas and preparing to be second grad-

ers. Over half of the class has earned at 

least 10 AR points! They are a group of 

good readers. 

March was an exciting month for First 

Grade. Our 6th grade partners helped 

us lead the entire school in Stations of 

the Cross. They all did a wonderful job. 

The class is moving along in all subject 



The fourth quarter is already upon us! 

Can you believe it is almost summer, 

and we are still dropping into the 30's 

and 40's at night? Hard to believe it's 

already time to write another newslet-

ter--the semester is flying by. Fifth grade 

is continuing to work hard and play 

hard. Our latest World Geography 

chapter covered the Eastern Mediterra-

nean (Turkey, Syria, Israel, Lebanon, and 

Jordan), where we further explored the 

Bible Lands by delving into their geogra-

phy, as well as watching historical and 

religious videos on the countries and 

hosting another culture party. The 

other big section we have been working 

on was our unit on space in science, 

which concluded with a project includ-

ing a typed report and two visual aids 

over a particular planet or body in the 

solar system (asteroids, moons, red 

giants, etc.). I think, as a group, we 

learned a lot and had a good time doing 

it!  

Fifth Grade - Ms. McMican 

Third Grade - Mrs. Griffin 
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pleting our research and are working 

on memorizing our speeches. Please 

plan on joining us on May 9th at 1:30. 

You may be surprised to see so many 

famous Americans. You might even run 

into Albert Einstein, Walt Disney, Steve 

Jobs or Betsy Ross. 

 

Congratulations to Jackson S. on mak-

ing his First Holy Communion! God 

bless you! 

Can you believe that this is the fourth 

quarter already? This year has been 

flying by quickly.  

 

We have just finished our chapter on 

equivalent fractions and writing òHowð 

To Articlesó. We are busy learning 

about space in science and economics 

in social studies.  

 

We are working hard on our Living 

Wax Museum Projects.  We are com-

As Mrs. Buer takes over, she will find 

our class busy working on adding and 

subtracting decimals in math.  We are 

studying the weather in science, and 

the Civil War in social studies.  In re-

ligion, we are studying the scriptures 

and working on deepening our rela-

tionships with God. 

I hope everyone has a successful Lent 

and a wonderful Easter season. 

 

God bless. 

As I write this newsletter article, I am 

finishing my final week of work before 

I go on maternity leave.  It has truly 

been a joy to teach fourth grade at St. 

Paul School this year.  Each student 

holds a special place in my heart, and I 

will miss them all while I am out on 

leave.   

Fourth Grade - Mrs. Dillon 
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Music - Mr. Werth 
ten by their composer, find and 

download images, and now they are go-

ing to compile all of the components and 

create a short video.  I am looking for-

ward to the results. 

 

The younger grades have been having fun 

learning about different elements of mu-

sic such as harmony, melody, form, 

tempo, and dynamics.  They are also sing-

ing at such a great level.  You will be able 

to hear them at the Masses they are in-

volved in, Stations of the Cross, and 

other various activities. 

Keep Singing! Music classes have been wonder-

ful.  The middle school classes have 

been studying musical history and mu-

sic from around the world.  The stu-

dents have been having fun òStretching 

Their Earsó when listening to new and 

foreign sounds.   

 

The 7th grade has even been working 

on a multimedia video about a com-

poser.  They had to research a com-

poser, write an essay summarizing his 

life, record themselves reading the 

essay, find and download a song writ-

Middle School Religion - Mr. Hanley 
Conscience Guide for the Sacrament of 

Penance. The last big unit is "The Holy 

Mass: Public Work of the Church". The 

students will compare and contrast the 

universal (baptismal) priesthood with 

the ordained priesthood in the celebra-

tion of the Eucharistic.  Throughout 

this year, all the sixth graders will ex-

perience being a lector and proclaiming 

the word of God from the ambo. 

 

Seventh graders are studying the Gos-

pel of Mark.  After Mark, we will inves-

tigate the actions of the Holy Spirit in 

the Acts of the Apostles. Time permit-

ting, we will read the catholic epistles 

of John, Peter, Jude, and James. 

 

Eighth graders split their week between 

the Gospel//Epistles of John and Blessed 

Pope John Paul IIõs Theology of the 

Body with Father Kevin. Once com-

pleted, the eighth graders will turn 

their attention to C.S. Lewis' 

"Screwtape Letters". The Screwtape 

Letters provide a platform to organize 

and integrate the middle school religion 

curriculum. 

The third quarter has ended, the school 

bell lap begun. The Lenten Season con-

tinues with Stations of the Cross each 

week, Sacrament of Reconciliation on 

April 2nd, Middle School Seder on April 

15th, Easter Tridium from 17 to 20 

April, and the Easter Octave (often 

called Easter Vacation) from 20 to 27 

April. 

 

The Sixth graders completed the Ten 

Commandments, Commandments of 

Love, and the Beatitudes. We are ap-

plying this knowledge to developing a 

P.E. Footnotes - Mrs. Chambers 
The weather finally seems to be getting 

better!   We have more days without 

rain and fewer cold days.   Itõs great to 

be outside!  Along with that comes the 

sun!  We are thankful for that.  But, 

there are also precautions we must 

take.  At this time of year, when the 

families are celebrating the nice 

weather, lots of kids come to P.E. un-

able to participate fully or at all because 

of sunburns.  Please use caution and 

make sure children are slathered with 

sunscreen and that it is put on through-

out the day.  Most sunscreens donõt last 

through swimming, running, and sweat-

ing.  It not only disrupts P.E. days, it is 

unhealthy to be exposed to the sun to 

the point of sunburn.  Skin can suffer 

long-term consequences; skin cancer 

being one.  Take care and enjoy our 

wonderful climate. 
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Art & Gr. 8 Language Arts - Mrs. Fink 
petition.  Take the time to 

check out creative masks on 

display in the Cafetorium. 

 

Eighth graders had an enrich-

ing and rewarding field-trip to 

Monroeville, Alabama on 

Wednesday, April 2, to watch 

the play, To Kill a Mocking-

bird. We are finishing up an in-

depth study of Harper Lee's 

novel, To Kill a Mocking-

bird.  Seeing the play was par-

ticularly unique because 

Harper Lee based her novel 

off of the real life Monroeville, 

Alabama and currently resides 

there. The play began outside 

of the Monroe County Court-

house and the audience proc-

essed into the court house to 

take part in the trial of Tom 

Robinson.  This is the same 

setting where the Award win-

ning, 1962, movie version was 

also filmed.  Josh Brady, Jacob 

Nusbaum, and Patrick 

Richardson were selected to 

be a part of the jury that con-

victs Tom Robinson.  It was 

so exciting for students to see 

the pages of the novel come 

alive on stage! 

 

On Monday, April 7th, we  

celebratied the conclusion of 

this unit by having a "Maycomb 

County Day."  Students  

dressed as one of the charac-

ters in the novel and we ex-

perienced the food as men-

tioned in the novel.  We also 

watched the 1962 film version 

of the movie.  Eighth graders  

signed up to bring in various 

different southern foods.   

 

The fourth quarter has come 

in like a lamb and will go out like 

a lion.  April and May are jam-

packed full of fun activities and 

celebrations!   

Spring is a Comin' is the theme 

of April's art lessons.  Stu-

dents are exploring the col-

ors, textures, and sights of 

Spring.  The third and fourth 

grade are learning about Lou-

isiana artist, George 

Rodriquez.  In honor of his 

blue dog series, and iconic 

painting, Spring Time is a 

Comin', students are painting 

their own version of the blue 

dog.  

  

Middle School students are 

finishing up their masks.  They 

plaster cast masks using Plas-

ter of Paris and then painted 

and added accessories to their 

mold.  The teachers and the 

staff  will be awarding a first, 

second, and third place award 

for the most original and crea-

tive mask.  Stay tuned 

for announcement regarding 

the winners of the mask com-
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Science Lab - Mrs. Hodge 
All of the middle school students en-

joyed a field trip to the Flight Adven-

ture Deck (FAD) at the Naval Aviation 

Museum!  FAD is designed around an 

entire curriculum involving hands-on 

experiences and STEM based labs.   

Sixth grade studied the composition of 

the air and buoyancy of Cartesian di-

vers.   

Seventh grade studied changes in at-

mospheric pressure, oxygen concen-

tration and temperature with increas-

ing altitude.   

Eighth grade studied different gravita-

tional effects on the different planets as 

well as the basics to various engines.   

Each grade received one on one flight 

instructions from military personnel in 

the FAD simulators.  Overall, the stu-

dents had a fun experience!  Thank you 

to all of the drivers and chaperones.  

Without our wonderful volunteers, 

our students would not be able to 

benefit from these types of educational 

experiences! 

Sixth Grade - Mrs. St. Amant 
many students purchased very good 

reads.  Thank you to those of you who 

purchased books for our classroom 

library.  You made wise choices.   

 

We have been practicing to lead the 

Stations of the Cross with our first 

grade partners on March 26. Many sixth 

graders have been doing the readings 

and leading songs for Friday Masses, as 

well.  Our service project, Miss Clark, 

has sent us more videos to enjoy. She 

showed us the Great Wall of China 

that she and some friends visited re-

cently. She is also going to teach us 

some Mandarin.  We are looking for-

ward to a brief visit from her in No-

vember or December.  We are also 

getting some great advise on Conflict 

Resolution, how to solve relationship 

problems and work well with others.   

 

The seventh graders finished reading 

The Lion,the Witch, and the Wardrobe 

and we compared  the novel with the 

movie.  Our next endeavor is reading 

and analyzing some short plays in our 

textbook.  

 

This last quarter of school, we are go-

ing to challenge one another to com-

plete the year with our best grades 

ever!  Keep up the great work, super 

sixth graders!  

Spring is definitely here!  Our super 

sixth graders are doing a wonderful job 

in middle school.  The students know 

the routine and encourage one another 

to have all their materials and get to 

classes on time.  They remind their 

classmates about homework and pro-

jects that are due.  I am proud of the 

way they work so well as a team.   

In Language Arts, the sixth graders fin-

ished reading The Fire Thief and en-

joyed a different and humorous side to 

Greek Mythology.  We have been 

working on verbs and prepositions, as 

well. Our essay writing is improving as 

we take on new challenges using our 

vocabulary words.  The Scholastic Book 

Fair was another huge success and 


